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1st Sunday after Epiphany—the Baptism of Our Lord
January 8, 2012
Text for the day and sermon by Pastor David Mosher
The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter:

1:4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 









   Mark 1:4–11
This is the gospel of our Savior… 

People of God, you who have come to worship under the light of a star, you who have been baptized in the name of Christ and the power of the Spirit, all of you, loved by God—grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus the beloved Son of God. 





















Amen

The season of Epiphany began last Friday.  Epiphany is a season that doesn’t have as clear a focus as some of the others.  Advent is about God’s approach (at the end of time and at the beginning); the season of Christmas focuses on the birth of our Savior.  In Lent the focus is the cross; in Easter there’s the focus on resurrection; in Pentecost the focus is on the Spirit who was sent…  

But in Epiphany the focus is less clear, and in some ways that’s really odd, because the word “epiphany” means “appearance” or “manifestation” or “revelation.”  So it’s kind of strange that the revealing should be so out-of-focus and so cloudy.  
But in another way maybe that makes perfect sense.  Because epiphany also means a revelation of something which is not clearly visible…  It’s like being able to see something revealed in a new way, or in a way that’s not expected.  A new way of seeing…
And I love the texts that we have for today.  

Today, this first Sunday of the season of epiphany, the first lesson speaks about the first day of creation.  And what is that first action of creation?  The first word that God speaks?  “Let there be light…”  Epiphany is the season of light—it is light that reveals.  
And there is a lot more to this short lesson than you might at first think.
As one of the commentators mentions, “on the one hand this is an orderly light-filled moment…[and on] the other hand, God’s creational work exhibits a certain messiness.”   He points out too that God didn’t “snap the divine fingers and immediately bring creation into being.”  Creation is a dynamic process, not a finished product… It took time…  Evening and morning, the first day…
And also when you think about the creation story there’s something else that demands our attention:  God involves creation itself in the task.  God says, “Let the earth bring forth… let the waters bring forth…”  Creation is invited into the process of creation.  
And like I said before, creation is an ongoing, dynamic process…  Creation isn’t a one-time only event, but something that moves through time, ever new and ever changing.  And what does that mean for us?  It means that we are a part of this process—we are invited in by the One who comes to join us to God, our Savior Jesus Christ.
The first Sunday of Epiphany is always celebrated the same way:  we always celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord.  And there’s a question that some have asked; it’s a pretty good question:  Why was Jesus baptized?  
We know that we are baptized for the forgiveness of our sin; we are baptized for a new start as God’s holy people.  But what about Jesus?  He was sinless, holy from his birth, set apart for God—he was God, God in the flesh…  So why was Jesus baptized?  
Surely Jesus’ baptism isn’t a baptism like ours, is it?
Believe it or not, that question has been debated for literally centuries.  Because, if it is a baptism like ours, then Jesus wasn’t sinless, and if it wasn’t like ours, then in what sense was it baptism?  (Then we get into an argument like the one in the second lesson.)  So—the question remains:  why was Jesus baptized at all?
Well, if you think that you’re going to get the answer to that questions, you may as well forget about it.  I wish that I could say.  But all I can do is the same as everyone else has done for the last couple thousand years, is offer my own speculations.

Maybe Jesus was baptized because of a sense of his own mission—knowing the mission was to save the lost, Jesus joined us in the waters.

Or maybe, as a follower of John the Baptist, and as a human being like the rest of us—because remember, that is a part of the wonder of the Incarnation that we just celebrated is all about—then maybe Jesus was caught up in it like everyone else.  He was baptized in response to John’s preaching.  And then, after the waters had washed over him, only then did Jesus embrace the mission that he was sent to do.

Or maybe Jesus was baptized because he knew that the time had come and, again in response to the Baptist’s message, he knew that what John said was true—that the kingdom of God was indeed at hand, and he went into the water to meet it.

These are all possible reasons.  The one thing that we cannot do is get inside the Savior’s head; we cannot know.  But even if we can’t know the reason for it, there is one thing about his baptism that we know without a doubt.  We know that we are baptized in Jesus’ baptism.  
When you pass by that font, think for a minute about that creation story—seven days of creation—and look at the font, count the sides.  You’ll find that there are eight.  Eight days of creation.  Jesus is the eighth day, the new day, the first day of the new creation.  
We are baptized into his mission, we are baptized into his death, baptized into his relationship with God.  We are baptized into Jesus’ own heart.  And we are participants in creation, in this 8th day of creation, this new day. 
And in this season of Epiphany, the season with a different kind of focus, we’re reminded that our own focus, indeed our whole lives—we are to be followers of Christ and Christians in the world.  We are to look for God and God’s actions in our world, especially in those times and in those places where God is hard to see.  And we are to be a part of that light of God that shines.

Whether you can see it or not, the light of God is shining in you.  The revelation for us today is that it is in our lives where God wants to live.  It is in and through us God is eager to touch the world.  We are the Sent ones.  We are washed and we are wet with the task to which Jesus’ love calls us—to be the ones in whom his light shines.  The Epiphany of the Lord is that in you God’s heart shines, in you God’s love dwells.  And as long as we remember it, we will be light in a world that needs the light.

Live the gospel.  That is our calling.  And to us, and in us and through us, may God’s grace and God’s love and God’s light shine into all the world.










Amen

Children’s Sermon 
(Object:  The font, the remaining nativity pieces (wise men, Jesus, camels), and the star streaming across our sanctuary.)

Let’s all gather at the font.  (Go there.)  Do you know why we’re at the font today?  (Responses?)  This is the day that we celebrate Jesus’ baptism.  And do you know why we usually have the font at the back of the church?  (Responses?)  Because this is the entrance to the church and baptism is the way that we enter into the church.  So the font is here where we enter the church, so that every week when we passed the font we can remember.

Now did you notice anything else that’s different today?  (No tree, no decorations, the star.)   Do you know why we have a star in the church today?  (Responses.)  

The wise men followed the star to Jesus after he was born.  That’s what we remember from the Christmas story, and that’s the first lesson in the season we’re in now—the season of Epiphany.

Even though the wise men came from far away, they came to worship Jesus, and they’re part of God’s family too 

So let’s do like the wise men did and let’s follow the star and see where it leads us to. (Follow the streamers, but then go to the nativity—all that’s left is Jesus and the manger and the wise men and their camels.) 
In the gospel if you remember the story, the wise men followed the star to the place where baby Jesus lay.  And where is the star?  Let’s keep following.  (Go to the altar.)  And where are we now?  What is the star hanging over?  (The altar, or table.)   

Why is it hanging there?  (Responses?)   This is where we receive Jesus body and blood—this is where we gather around him…  It starts at the font, and it ends at the table, right?  

But then it does one other thing.  Just like the light streams out from a candle, when church is over we stream out of church, and go into the world.

And we are to let his light shine in us.  To take it with us into the rest of the world.  Can you remember that?  

So today, remember the font where it starts, and remember the wise men, and remember we come to worship Jesus, and we remember Jesus baptism, and we remember our own baptism, that makes us a part of God’s family.

Prayer:

God, thank you for sending us Jesus, your Son.  Help us to be like the wise men, and always to keep looking for Jesus.  And thank you for making us a part of your family.  





Amen
(Or wherever the kids take it from there…)
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Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen

 












